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1. Follov/ing is 'Tior comraerLt on subject paper as requested in 
your memorand-uiii of 3 I-'Sarcli 1949. 

-> 

a. Page 1., paragraph 3 . 

It is recoranended tloat the following sentence be added 
to tile end of this o'i'ragrcipli; "Shcnfl,d an unpredictable and liigjiLy 
variable factor talce plane - such as a severe econondc de’Dression 
in the United Stetes - the possibility of a Soviet adscad.cruladio:!i 
v/rruld be greatly erthtnced. ” 

b. ^^age 2, paragraph 2 . 

Coimiiunist progress lian 'been over-stated and it is 
rocoianended tha,t this para,graxdi iDe revised as follov;s: 

'’The political and ideological offensive which the 
Soviet headers are conducting is expensive, but very ranch less 
so than v/ar. The capabilities of this offensive hs'.ve not yet 
. been exhausted, and the Soviets ere unlilrely to abandon it 
in favor of direct railitary action, Soviet leoders, hov/ever, 
cannot re;^d its progress as satisfactory. Oormmist influence 
in Uestern Europe has been contained and. Soviet concern is evident 
in their new policy of ^ foregoing mass appeal in favor of Imrd 
cores of international coiiEwnists. The very i-estralnt with 
wxiich the Soviets liave follovred developments in China indicates 
thal they do not regard, by any means, tire victory of their 
oxm brand of Conniunism £is -absolutely sure. Tl'ie leer and Middle 
East, as well as the Ear East, provide further limited opportu- 
nities for the expansion of ComTurdst influence v/hich have yet 
to be fully exploited. ” 

c. Page 2, para ig raph 3 . 

It is recommended tlxxt in this jparagraph consideration 
be given to tv;o significant fectors v;hich woifLd effect Soviet 
industrial potential in case of war, najoely, (l) industrial 
potential ;p,iTied by tine Soviets in overrunning Western Europe, 
and (2) effect of a.toinic bombing on Soviet industrial potential. 
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Page [3. paxa^aohj^; . 


/V 




. ' ' " x. ■ "■ f*' 

The contents of this T^ragrapli have heen outda^ted 
-princixoodly hecanse of the ^gJiccess of Berlin rlr lift 
tiiroTjghout the winter. Last"' fadl t’ne Soviets nay have helieved 
the hloc’nade wnould foroor the "lest to enter into negotiations, 
hilt vjhether they still Aoolic-va - thio - is highly questionahle. 

— re present tia 

. Berlin situation in a more oiotimistic vein. 


V 



It is hdliev^d thxt Soviet interpretation of V.’estern 
intentions is overs^iplif ied in this paraigroadi. It is 
recoimrended tload tl^ la.st sentence he deleted frojn tiiis 
paragrajoh anid tlm^ tlie follovdng sentence he added: "It is 
most'^llkely, however, that such moves will he interpreted a^s 
initial and necessary steps toward eventml aggression." 

f . Pcp:e [y, parapyaph 21 . 

Suggest tlmt in the last sentence of this paragraph 
the v/ord "retreat" he substituted for the word "withdraw. " 
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